PRESS RELEASE

24 August 2020

TEENAGERS SUCCESSFULLV LAUNCH BALLOON INTO THE STRATOSPHERE

At 9am on Monday, 24 August four year 11 students from Cockermouth School successfully

Jaunched @ palloon from Mosser that reached @ height of 36,000M into the stratosphere.

Jack Scott said,
We're over the moon that we managed to launch the balloon successfully- It has

been months to plan for this day, and then the weather delayed our Jaunch date t00-
The launch day wasn't without its’ challenges, put we did it! The balloon managed t0

reacha height of 36,000mM pefore it popped, which far exceeded our expectations-

Our team mate Joe was in the ‘chase car’ that followed the balloon. Fortunately, it
fell pretty much where we predictei It was a bit of trekup @ hill in mmggsbs!ﬁl%
near Richmond in the Yorkshire Dales but it had a soft landing thankfully sO all the
cameras and sensors are still intact. we're really looking forward to analysing the

data now-

All four were jubilant and delighted with the successful Jaunch and retrieval. During their

flight the palloon’s radio transmissions were picked up by radio enthusiasts as far away as

Belgium and France. The students have recorded 5,000 separate data readings taken during

the flight.

The Wg&o\ds, Joe Moore, Jack Scott, Natasha Stannett and PoppY Watson,
supervised by Jonathan Moore, have spent the past twelve weeks planning

they have the datato analyse and a report to write as part of the CREST Gold Award.
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AFTER months of hard work,
four  Cockermouth students
launched a balloon into the strat-
osphere and were jubilant when
it reached 36,000m - recording lots
of data along the way.

Joe Moore, Jack Scott, Nata-

sha Stannett and Poppy Watson,

- all aged 16, have spent the past
12 weeks working on the project.
After unstable weather delayed
their launch, they were finally
able to test out their creation on
Monday:

“We’re over the moon that we
managed to launch the balloon
successfully,” said Jack.

“It has been months to plan for
this day, and then the weather de-
layed our launch date too.

“The launch day wasn’t with-
out its challenges, but we did it!

The balloon managed to reach
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a height of 836,000m before it
popped, which far exceeded our
expectations.”

Joe was in the ‘chase car’ which
followed the balloon. “Fortunate-
ly; it fell pretty much where we
predicted,” said Jack.

“It was a bit of trek up a hill
near Richmond in the Yorkshire
Dales, but it had a soft landing
thankfully so all the cameras and
sensors are still intact. We’re re-
ally looking forward to analysing
the data.”

During its flight the balloon’s
radio transmissions were picked
up by radio enthusiasts as far
away as Belgium and France. The
students have recorded 5,000 sepa-
rate data readings. S

The four year 11 students, who
were being supervised by Jon-
athan Moore, hope ‘to achieve

Times & Star
30th August 2020

a. British Science Association’s
CREST gold award as a result of
their work.

Following its success, they
decided that they will set up a
grant-giving fund to be called the
John Dalton Science Fund.

“We have had an amazing expe-
rience and learnt so much about
science, planning and teamwork,”
said Poppy.

“We believe that this type of
project should be available to
more young people in the UK.

“We were lucky because our
project was sponsored, but others
may struggle to raise the neces-
sary funds. We would like to try
to raise £1,000 to donate to other
science projects.”

To donate, go to: www.justgiv-
ing.com/crowdfunding/johndal-
tonsciencefund .
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@ Charlie Barling Brilliant. Great to watch. Well done
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Catherine White Absolutely fantastic! & ‘@ Huge
congratulations to the team from Cockermouth school
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@ How ironic, the predicted landing place of John Dalton is near a place
called Dalton!
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Wow! John Dalton has reached an astonishing height of 34,000 metres.
This is much higher than we expected especially with some problems we
had immediately before.
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| bet you'll never guess the current size of the balloon. It started at 2
metres radius and now it's at the size of a house!
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We have just passed 30,000 metres! Just passed the altitude achieved
by the New Horizon's balloon team last year!!

99% of the material in the Earth’s atmosphere is now below the balloon.

The sky above the balloon is black and the sun will be white (not yellow).
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The highest military conventional plane was the Blackbird SR7 which

flew at an astonishing height of 26,000 metres. Our balloon is now at
this height.
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The temperature increases through the ozone because UV is absorbed
and emitted as heat.
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